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Freedom (2007), Remembering
War (2007), and War beyond

words (2017). He is editor of the Cambridge History of

the First World War, which has appeared in English, French

and Chinese. He won an Emmy award in 1997 as producer

and historian of the BBC/PBS series The Great War and

the shaping of the twentieth century, and is a founder and

emeritus director of the Historial de la grande guerre,

a museum of the First World War on the Somme.

When Gallipoli was evacuated many of the troops went on to other Mediterranea
fronts; the British and French to the Salonika Font in northern Greece, the Anzac
Mounted Division joined Britain’s Egyptian Expeditionary Force and the Indians went
to Mesopotamia. These were campaigns fought against disease and the climate as
much as against opposing troops. They endured and this voyage commemorates
the beginning of the end of the First World War. Weeks before the November

1918 Armistice with Germany, Armistices were signed in Greece with Bulgaria and
the Ottoman Empire. It was here on these largely forgotten fronts in the Eastern
Mediterranean that survivors could start to think about a life without ‘the War!

‘The War' did not end tidily though; for the people of Britain and its Dominions a
different struggle started, the struggle to live with what had happened. Nearly ten
million servicemen died during the First World War but double that number, twenty-one
million, were wounded; as well, huge numbers of civilians had been displaced. This
constituted an unprecedented public health disaster in communities world wide for
people already exhausted, both personally and materially, by the efforts of years of war.
Worse was to come, the global influenza pandemic of 1918-19 struck down probably
as many people as had died in the war. It was particularly virulent among healthy
young adults, especially among those who had survived the first three years of the war.

This voyage in the Aegean returns to the landscape of war these survivors knew during
the First World War; servicemen and women on these fronts had been away from home
for years. Repatriated, they found home had changed while they were way. There were
to be times of uncomfortable tension between those that had been ‘on the home front’
for the duration of the war and those that had been ‘on active service'.

On our journey across the Aegean with Professor Jay Winter, internationally renowned
scholar on the impact of First World War, participants will learn about the history of the
war in the Eastern Mediterranean. His knowledge of the war’s effects will give us much
reflect on. The Armistices we are commemorating did not end conflict in the Eastern
Mediterranean, as a glance at any newspaper will attest. In a sense, the war in the
Eastern Mediterranean has never come to an end.

HMS Agamemnon Memorial East Mudros Lemnos.
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HMS Agamemnon ¢ 1915 - Armistice with Ottoman Empire signed on
board 30 October 1918, Mudros Harbour. (Torpedo nets attached to ‘oars’).
Source: Library of Congress.
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OUR ITINERARY:
DAY 1: Depart Australia (Capital Cities*)

Depart this evening flying Emirates via Dubai to Athens.

DAY 2: Athens/Thessaloniki

Arrive in Athens this afternoon and transfer to our domestic flight
from Athens to Thessaloniki, upon arrival check into the Electra
Palace Hotel.

DAY 3: Thessaloniki

Enjoy a day at leisure enjoying Thessaloniki. Thessaloniki has
been a vibrant cultural and trade centre through two millienia,
successively being part of the Roman, Byzantine and Ottoman
Empires. A disastrous fire destroyed much of the historic lower
town in 1917 and what we see today has become the modern
second city of Greece. Rebuilt with straight streets and a
sweeping seaside corniche, its strategic position on the northern
shores of the Thermaic Gulf is obvious with its spectacular
mountain backdrop. The Electra Palace is the base for our
exploration of Thessaloniki and the Salonika Front. Meet your
fellow travellers tonight over dinner and hear of our plans for
tomorrow.

DAY 4: Thessaloniki - the Salonika Front.

For the people of Salonika, as the city was called in 1915, the
First World War was just another episode of war. Salonika had
become part of Greece only in 1913 during the First Balkan
War. British and French troops arrived there in October 1915 to
safeguard the strategic port of Salonika and maintain a front
line after the Serbian Army was routed by Bulgarian troops. New
Zealand, Canadian and Australian hospitals provided medical
services on this front, with three hundred Australian nurses
recruited to nurse malaria patients.

Today we travel by bus to a part of the Front Line. A century ago
there was no road; mules evacuated the casualties to hospitals
in and around Salonika over mountainous terrain. Our day will
focus on Diorani, on Lake Dioran, and we visit the nearby Dioran
Monument. The Armistice of Salonika with Bulgaria signed 29
September 1918 is commemorated here.
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DAY 5: Thessaloniki - Embark Panorama |l

We start the day in Thessaloniki visiting the Mikra Commonwealth
War Cemetery. Here we remember the New Zealand Hospital,
the first Allied Hospital sent to Salonika in October 1915 and
torpedoed en route. Australian Sister Gertrude Munro who died
of malaria and two nurses from the torpedoed ‘Marquette’ are
buried here. We visit other historic sites including the Lembet
Road cemetary with its Italian, Serb and French graves, a
reminder of the many ethnic groups enmeshed in this conflict. In
the afternoon we board our ship the Panorama Il and familiarise
ourselves with the vessel, settling in for the coming journey. Later
this evening we will pass the site of the wreck of the torpedoed
‘Marquette’ and salute the wreck with a wreath.

DAY 6: Lemnos - Mudros

Today we sail into this huge harbour captured by the Greek Navy
from the Ottoman Empire in 1912. The Anzacs assembled and
trained here for the April landings at Gallipoli. Mudros was the
Navy’s headquarters during the Gallipoli campaign. The shores
of the harbour became a vast open air hospital after April

1915, with British, French, Canadian and Australian military
hospitals sited on its shores. Tens of thousands of casualties
passed through Mudros from the Gallipoli Peninsula and it
continued to provide some medical services during the Salonika
Campaign. With its submarine nets it was a safe haven for the
Allied Fleet throughout the War. This harbour is no longer used
by shipping; Panorama Il has the facility to land passengers via
its tenders. We will travel by bus around the harbour past the
sites of soldiers’ rest camps to the promontory where Australian
Hospitals operated on sites unchanged since 1915; we will walk
on the same stoney ground growing thistles. We visit the villages
of Portianos and Mudors, both recognisable from photographs
taken in 1915. We return to Panorama Il to reflect on the vista of
the surrounding hills. This was the backdrop for the Armistice of
Mudros signed on board HMS ‘Agamemnon’ on 30 October 1918
ending the fighting with the Ottoman Turks in Palestine.

DAY 7: Lemnos - Myrina

Overnight the Panorama Il will reposition to be berthed in the
port of Myrina, the largest town and administrative centre of

Lemnos, known as Kastro in 1915. We spend the morning
exploring the ancient history of Lemnos, visiting the amphitheatre
of Hephaestia which dates from 1000 B.C. We visit Therma, the
therapeutic springs that have a history dating back to Homer's
age; according to myth it was here that the god Ifestos was
brought to heal his wounds after falling from Olympus. Water for
the troops on Lemnos was rationed in 1915, so Therma was very
popular destination to enjoy a bath. There will also be time to
explore the town of Myrina independently and for the energetic,
there is the climb to the castle above the town. On Panorama Il
we will host the people of Lemnos who made the ships visit to
Mudros Harbour possible.

DAY 8: Gallipoli, Turkey

Early in the day Panorama Il joins the line of ships to be piloted
through the Dardanelles. We sail past the islands of Gokeada
and Bozca, now Turkish, but as Imbros and Tenedos they were
the sites of airfields during the Gallipoli Campaign and Imbros
was the HQ for British Army Commander Sir lan Hamilton during
the Campaign. The monuments to the Battle for Gallipoli on
Cape Helles at the mouth of the Dardanelles are clearly visible.
We then dock in the port city of Canakkale and take the ferry
across to the town of Ercebat. We have a full day of touring by
bus planned for the peninsula, with Professor Winter giving a
commentary on the sites we visit.

DAY 9: Dikili and Pergamon, Turkey

This morning we are at sea sailing across the Aegean, passing
the island of Lesbos as we make our way to the small scenic
port of Dikili. It was on this coast that Scottish author Compton
Mackenzie landed after rowing across from Lesbos while on
active service during the Gallipoli campaign. Today we venture
inland to the ancient city of Pergamon, a strategic political and
military centre through the ages. Pergamon is famed for its
Acropolis which we will visit before making our way the short
distance to the Sanctuary of Asclepius, also known as the
Asclepium. The most famous doctor of the Roman Empire and
personal physician to Marcus Aurelius, Galen, worked here for
many years. Patients would travel from around the Roman world
to bathe in the waters of the sacred spring, seeking cures for
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Explore the alleyways of Mykonos.

their ailments. We delve into this ancient world, learning more
from local experts and enjoying the remaining grand architecture
of the Roman Empire.

DAY 10: Delos & Mykonos

Lying at the heart of the Cyclades and the birthplace of Apollo
and Artemis Delos was at the centre of the ancient Greek world
and today is one of the most important mythological, historical
and archaeological sites in Greece. We venture ashore this
morning to marvel at the ancient Greek architecture and the
sheer scale of the society that once called the island home.
Together with local guides we explore the remains of what

was an exceptionally vibrant society and learn about recent
archaeological investigations and finds. This afternoon Panorama
Il sails the short distance across the Mykonos where there is free
time to explore the beautiful village and surrounding scenery.

DAY 11: Crete

We arrive this morning in Rethymnon on the island of Crete,
from here we will explore the world renowned scenery of this
spectacular island and learn more about its fascinating history.
It has particular meaning for Australians and New Zealanders
because of the Battle for Crete in May 1941. General Sir Bernard
Fryberg was the Allied Commander on Crete. He was a New
Zealand dentist awarded the DSO at Gallipoli for swimming
ashore to light decoy fires. After Crete he went on to play a
significant part in the halting of the German invasion of North
Africa before becoming Governor General of New Zealand in
1946. Panorama Il sails for Athens this evening and we enjoy

a Gala Farewell dinner with the Captain, Officers and guest
speakers.

DAY 12: Athens

This morning the Panorama Il arrives in Athens, be on deck as
we arrive in the bustling port to enjoy the views. After breakfast
we depart the from the Panorama Il and enjoy a tour of Athens
including lunch before making our way to Athens Airport for our
return Emirates flights.

DAY 13: Dubai/Flying

Continue our on wards travels home.

Day 14: Australia (Capital Cities*)

Arrive home today.

PRICING:
Cat 2 (lower deck) AU$ 8,995
Cat 3 (main deck) AU$ 9,995
Cat 4 (upper deck) AU$10,995
Cat 1 Sole use (lower deck forward) AU$10,495
Cat 2 Sole use (lower deck) AU$12,495

INCLUSIONS:

7 nights aboard the MS Panorama Il, 3 nights hotel
accommodation in Thessaloniki, International and domestic
flights as outlined in the itinerary, meals as outlined in the
itinerary (breakfast, lunch, dinner), house wine, beer and soft
drinks with lunch and dinner while aboard Panorama Il, Captains
Welcome and Farewell Drinks, Wild Earth lecturers, shore
excursions, most transfers, port taxes and onboard lectures.

EXCLUSIONS:

Travel insurance, gratuities, premium beverages, items of the
personal nature including but not limited to phone and internet
communications plus laundry charges and souvenir purchases.

* Australian Capital Cities include Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane,
Adelaide & Perth - surcharge may apply for Canberra, Hobart,
Darwin or other centers.
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OUR SHIP: Panorama Il

Alovely two masted modern sail cruiser specifically built for
exploring the waters of the Aegean, accommodating up to 48
passengers in 25 cabins. Designed to be manoeuvrable the
Panorama Il allows us to visit ports that others can’t and discover
in a uniquely Aegean style.

Panorama Il was launched in 2004 offering the highest standard
of accommodation and comfort. The public areas include a main
lounge with deep pile carpet and comfortable sofas. The aft area
at the Upper deck provides generous semi covered or sun areas all
with magnificent views. The restaurant area at the Lower deck

is the perfect setting for any of your meals, with generous space
and seating

The Panorama Il cabins located at the upper and main decks

are equipped with windows, while those at the lower deck come
with portholes. All cabins are handsomely designed, finished with
lustrous wood trims and warm fabrics. The fully equipped bathrooms
are finished with marble. All cabins are air-conditioned and fitted
with TV, telephone, hairdryers, mini-fridge, public address system
and safe boxes.
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Clockwise: Panorama Il - a classic modern sail cruiser; Cat 2 Twin Cabin; Outdoor dining on the upper deck.
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